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The Associated Students of the University of Montana
Resolution Proclaiming Student Support for Pride Week
April 11, 2017
SB81-16/17
Authored by: Sam Forstag, ASUM President
Sponsored by: Courtney VonLindern, ASUM Senator; Mariah Welch, ASUM
Senator
Whereas, many people who are gender and sexually diverse (GSD) are students at the
University of Montana and live in the Missoula Community;
Whereas, people who are GSD deserve the right to feel safe and free from discrimination,
harassment, and persecution;
Whereas, our country’s Declaration of Independence declares that all people are created
equal and deserve the rights, privileges, and opportunities afforded all Americans;
Whereas, the University of Montana’s ‘Discrimination, Harassment, Sexual Misconduct,
Stalking, and Retaliation Policy’ reads:
“The University of Montana is committed to providing an environment that
emphasizes the dignity and worth of every member of its community and that is free from
harassment and discrimination based upon race, color, religion, national origin, creed,
service in the uniformed services (as defined in state and federal law), veteran status, sex,
age, political ideas, marital or family status, pregnancy, physical or mental disability,
genetic information, gender identity, gender expression, or sexual orientation.”1
Whereas, the progress that the movement for GSD civil rights has made in recent history
in instances such as last year’s landmark Supreme Court decision guaranteeing marriage
equality in all 50 states was a major victory for the dignity and equality of all Americans,
and such successes warrant our celebration;
Whereas, Much work remains in ensuring that the GSD citizens free from discrimination
and violence and promoted as a valuable part of our community;
Whereas, GSD pride serves a dual purpose in the positive stance against discrimination
and violence toward people who are GSD, and promotes the Community’s selfaffirmation, dignity, and liberation as Americans;
Therefore, Let it Be Resolved, that the Associated Students of the University of Montana
(ASUM) declares support for the Pride Week of April 17-21, 2017 and calls upon fellow
students to eliminate undue prejudice wherever it exists, and to celebrate the great
diversity of our student body, of the City of Missoula, and of the State of Montana;
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Therefore, Let it Further Be Resolved, that this proclamation be send to Sheila Stearns,
University of Montana President; Marilyn Marler, City Council Chair; John Engen,
Mayor of Missoula.
Passed by ASUM Senate:
______________________
Sam Forstag,
ASUM President
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__________________________
Elizabeth Engebretson,
Chair of the Senate
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